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                                         The pronoun
Pronouns are words which point to objects, people or things, their properities and relations, their local or temporal reference, or placement without naming them.

                      MORPHOLOGICAL COMPOSITON
                                             PRONOUNS

SIMPLE                                                                    COMPOSITE
I, you, he,                          COMPOUND
we, that, some,                                                                each other,

who, all…..                       myself, themselves,              one another

                                          somebody, everybody…
SUBCLASSES OF PRONOUNS AND THEIR FUNCTIONS
1. Personal pronouns
	The personal pronouns are: 

                          SUBJECT PRONOUNS                                    OBJECT PRONOUNS

                        SINGULAR                PLURAL                                       SINGULAR         PLURAL

1st person                 I                               we                                                me                     us

2nd person                  you                           you                                              you                    you

                                 He                                                                                 him

3d person                   she                           they                                              her                     them

                                  It                                                                                   it

We use personal pronouns to replace nouns when it is clear who or what we are talking about:

· We use subject pronouns as the subjects of verbs.

“Where’s Simon?”    “He’s in the kitchen.”

Sue didn’t go out last night. She stayed at home.

· We use object pronouns as the objects of verbs and prepositions.
VERB + OBJECT PRONOUN  

Help me.                 I like him.                       Can you se it?

PREPOSITION + OBJECT PRONOUN

I’ve written to her.                 Look at them.                   They’re waiting for us. 

We also use object  pronouns as indirect objects.

Can you lend me some money?                               I’ll send him a postcard.

We can use object pronouns after than and as in comparisons.

I am older than him.            She isn’t as tall as me.       (also we may use a subject pronoun + verb)                          I’m older than he is.   

We can use object pronouns after the verb to be.            
“Who’s there?”         “It’s me.”

We use:
· I / me for the person speaking
· we / us for the person speaking and another person and other people
· you for the person or people spoken to + people in general, including you and me
You can easily lose your way in Rome.

We also use one with this meaning.

One can easily lose one’s way in Rome.

· he / him for a male person or some male animals eg a pet
· she / her for a female person or some female animals eg a pet
· it for a thing or for an animal when the sex is not known or not important
We can use it for a person when we asking or saying who the person is.

“There’s someone at the door.  Who is it?     It’s Peter.

We also use it as an “empty” subject in a number of expressions. For example, we use it in expressions of time, distance, weather, and temperature.

It’s 8 o’clock.

It’s the first of June.

How far is it to the next town?

We often begin a sentence with it as a “preparatory subject” instead of beginning with a to infinitive or a that – clause.

It is interesting to study a foreign language. (Instead of: To study a foreign language is interesting.)

It was lucky that we didn’t miss the bus. (Instead of: That we didn’t miss the bus was lucky.)
· they / them  for people or things + people in general, excluding you and me.
They say she is a good teacher.

We use they  to refer to the government or to people in authority.

“What are the government’s plans?”         “They’re going to increase taxes.”

We often use the plural pronouns they and them with a singular meaning, especially in an informal style.

Somebody forgot to lock the door, didn’t they?

If anyone phones for me while I’m out, tell them I’ll phone them back later on.

In sentences like these, we use they instead of “he” or “she” and them instead of “him” or “her” (when we do not specify the sex of the person).




	2. Possessive adjectives and  pronouns
The possessive adjectives and pronouns are: 

                          POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES                                       POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS            

                        SINGULAR                PLURAL                                   SINGULAR       PLURAL  

1st person               my                     our                                  mine             ours
2nd person               your                   your                                yours            yours

                          his                                                             his

3d person                her                     their                                hers               theirs

                          its                                                              ----------------------

· We use a possessive adjective before a noun to say who the noun belongs to.

                          I can’t find my keys.                               Sally bought her motorbike last year.

· We use a possessive pronoun without a noun.

“Is this Peter’s book?”               “No, it’s mine.”

“I’ve got my coat, but Maria can’t find hers.”

Their flat is smaller then ours.

My own / your own / his own / a friend of mine / on my own / by myself
· We use my own / your own / his own, etc to emphasize that something belongs to only one person, it is not shared or borrowed.

Compare:

This is my office.                                        I’ve got my own office now. I don’t share

                                                                   with anyone else.

This isn’t my bicycle.                               This isn’t my own bicycle. I only borrowed it.

· We say a friend of mine / yours / his / hers / ours / theirs…(not a friend of me / you / him etc)
I’m going to a wedding on Saturday. A friend of mine is getting married.

We went on holiday with some friends of ours.

· On my own / by myself both mean “alone”.
I like living on my own / by myself.

Jack was sitting on his own / by himself in a corner of the café.

Learner drivers are not allowed to drive on their own / by themselves.

3. Reflexive pronouns

The reflexive pronouns are:

                            SINGULAR                PLURAL 

    1st person               myself                       ourselves                                  
2nd person                      yourself                          yourselves

                                       himself

3d person                       herself                             themselves

                                       itself

We use reflexive pronouns when the subject and the object of a clause are the same.
I burnt myself cooking the dinner.

Annie hurt herself when she fell over. 

· After prepositions, we use object pronouns eg me, him instead of reflexive pronouns when it is clear who we are talking about.

Compare:

I’ll take some money with me. (I couldn’t                         I’m very angry with myself. 

Take some money with somebody else!)                            (I could be angry with somebody
                                                                                                else.)

· We do not normally use reflexive pronouns after feel, relax, concentrate.

I feel fine.                I must try to relax.                       I can’t concentrate.

· We do not normally use reflexive pronouns to talk about actions which people usually do to themselves.  
 Ken got up. Then he washed, shaved, and dressed.

                             But we say dry myself / yourself……………

I got out of the bath and dried myself.

· We also use reflexive pronouns to emphasize “that person, nobody else”.
Nobody helped me build the swimming pool. I built it myself.

I am not going to clean your room for you. You clean it yourself!

                            When we use reflexive pronouns in this way they usually come at the end of the sentence, but they can also come after the subject.

The manager himself told me the news.              I myself prefer golf to tennis.

4. Reciprocal pronouns (each other, one another)

Compare –selves and each other:

Sue and I can take care of ourselves.                           Sue and I can take care of  each other.

(= Sue can take care of herself and I                          (= Sue can take care of me and I can

can take care of myself.)                                                 take care of her.)

· We can use one another instead of each other.

They are looking at one another.

· But note that some people prefer each other for 2 people or things, and one another  for more than two. 
Compare:

Chris and Sue often help each other.                            We should all try to help one another.




4. Demonstrative pronouns
	The demonstrative pronouns are:

                        SINGULAR                PLURAL

                              this                           these

                            that                          those                  + such

· We use this / these when words denote periods of time, these periods include the moment of speaking.

· That / those  points to something  relatively remote in space or time may refer to something already known or past.



                                        PRONOUNS
A. Starting test

1. Name personal pronouns.  Write your own sentences using some of these pronouns. (7-10 sentences)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What categories do personal pronouns have?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Name possessive pronouns.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions:

-Whose telephone is this?- (he)______________________________

-Whose book is this?- (she)__________________________________

-Whose party is this?- (they)_________________________________

-Whose lesson is this?- (we)_________________________________
4. Name two forms of possessive pronouns.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write your own sentences (8-10)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Name reflexive pronouns.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Translate these sentences:

Он обжёг себя.- ___________________________________________

Она сама залезла на гору.-_________________________________

Она смотрит на себя в зеркало.-____________________________

6. Name reciprocal pronouns.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Translate these sentences:

Они разговаривают друг с другом (их двое).

_________________________________________________________

Они разговаривают друг с другом (их пятеро).
_________________________________________________________

Они смотрят друг на друга (мама и дочь).

_________________________________________________________

7. Name demonstrative pronouns.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Accuracy practice
1. Choose the correct answer.

· I phoned Sarah last night and gave she /her  the message.

· My brother is older than I/me, but he/him isn’t as tall as I/me am.

· “Who wants a cup of coffee?”             “I/Me.”
· “Have you seen Simon today?”     “Yes. I/Me saw he/him this morning. He/Him was going to the swimming pool.”

· “What did those people want?”       “They/Them asked I/me to help they/them.”
2. Complete the sentences using the pronouns in the box.
	I      you     he     she     it     we     they     me     you     him     her     it     us    them


· Peter and I are going out this evening. ___’re going to the cinema. Would you like to come with _____ ?

· Where are my keys? I put _____ on the table a moment ago, but now _____ ‘ve disappeared.

· _____ ‘s usually quite cold in New-York in the winter.

· “What did you think of the film, Simon?”     “_____enjoyed ____ very much.”
· ______ ‘s strange that Kate didn’t come to the meeting.

· “What do the government plan to do about education?”       “______ say that ______’re going to build more schools.”

· ______ aren’t allowed to drive a car in Britain until _______’re 17 years old.

· If you have any problems, just tell someone and ______ ‘ll help you.

· How far is ____ from Madrid to Paris?

· My sister and I are quite different. ______’s much more serious than ______am.

3. Choose the correct answers.

· Have you seen my/mine coat?

· We know their/theirs telephone number, but they don’t know our/ours.

· My/mine car wasn’t as expensive as her/hers.

· “How are your/yours children?”      “Fine, thanks. How are your/yours?”

· Maria has got her/hers suitcase, but her/hers friends haven’t got their/theirs.

· Our/ours flat isn’t as big as their/theirs, but our/ours is much more comfortable.

4. Complete the sentences using my own, your own, his own, her own, etc.

· Sarah shares a flat with some friends. She would prefer to have a flat of _________, but she can’t afford one.

· “That isn’t ______ camera, isn’t it?       “No, I borrowed it from my father.”

· You can wash ______ dirty clothes! I’m not going to wash them for you.

· We helped them move the piano; they couldn’t have done it on _______.

· Sometimes I’m allowed to use my parent’s car, but I wish I had a car of ________.
· He’s always using my shampoo. Why doesn’t he buy _____?

5. Complete the sentences using myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves.

· Sue’s children are too young to look after _______.
· An elephant hurt _____ when it tried to get out of the zoo yesterday.
· I couldn’t borrow my mother’s car last night because she was using it _______.
· I don’t need any help. I can take care of ________.
· Mr Woods fell over and hurt _____ when he was running to a bus.
· Would you all like to help ____ to sandwiches and cakes?
· Sarah and I didn’t really enjoy ______ at the disco last night.
     6. Complete each sentence using by+ a reflexive pronoun.
· “Who did you go to the cinema with?”        “Nobody, I went ______.”
· Since the old lady/s husband died, she’s been living _______.

· Did someone help you move all the furniture, or did you do it all ______.”

· They need some help; they can’t manage ________.

7. Last Wednesday Sarah stayed up very late to revise for an examination.

   Sarah is explaining what happened last Wednesday night. Complete what 

   she says by adding myself where necessary. 

“I was really annoyed with __(1)____ for leaving all my revision to take the last moment, so I decided to stay up and work. At first, I felt __(2)_____ fine and I even started to congratulate __(3)_____ on all the work I was doing. But at about 3 o’clock in the morning I started to feel ___(4)_______ tired. I went to the kitchen and made __(5)_______ a strong black coffee. Then I went back to work, but I couldn’t concentrate ___(6)_______. In the end, I started to feel sorry for __(7)________, so I went to my bedroom, undressed __(8)_______ and went to bed to get some sleep. Then, of course, I couldn’t relax ___(9)________ because I couldn’t stop thinking about all the work I had to do!”

8. Complete the sentences using a reflexive pronoun.

· I didn’t buy the cake from the shop. I made it ________.
· “Who built your swimming pool for you?”     “Nobody. We built it ________.”

· Did someone phone the doctor for you? Or did you phone him ____?”

· “Who told you they were moving?”        “They told me _______.”

· Mr Mason _____ offered me the job.

9. Complete the sentences using each other or –selves.

· They’re good friends. They like ______ very much.

· Mike and Sue phone _______ every evening.

· We all enjoyed ______ at the party.

· A lot of people can take care of _______.

· My husband and I first met ______ on holiday.

· The children hurt ________ when they fell over.

10.  Complete each sentence using myself/yourself etc. with one of these verbs (in the correct form).
blame          burn          enjoy          express          hurt          put

· Bill fell down some steps but fortunately he didn’t _____ badly.

· It isn’t her fault. She really shouldn’t ______________.

· Please try and understand how I feel. __________ in my position.

· They had a great time. They really ______________.

· Be careful! That pan is very hot. Don’t ________________.

· Sometimes I can’t say exactly what I mean. I wish I could __________ better.

11.  Put in myself/yourself/ourselves etc. or me/you/us etc.

· It’s not my fault. You can’t blame _________________.

· What I did was very wrong. I’m ashamed of ________________.

· We’ve got a problem. I hope you can help ___________________.

· “Can I take another biscuit?”  “Of course. Help _____________.

· Take some money with _____________ in case you need it.

· Don’t worry about Tom and me. We can look after ______________.

· I gave them a key to our house so that they could let _______ in.

· When they come to visit us, they always bring their dog with ________.
12.  Complete each sentence. Use myself/yourself etc. only where necessary. use one of these verbs (in the correct form).

    concentrate     defend     dry     feel     meet     relax     wash
· I wasn’t very well yesterday but I _____________ much better today.
· She climbed out of the swimming pool and ___________ with a towel.
· I tried to study but I just couldn’t __________________.
· If somebody attacks you, you need to be able to ________________.
· I’m going out with Chris this evening. We’re _________ at the station at 7.30.
· You’re always rushing around. Why don’t you sit down and ___________?
· There was no water, so we couldn’t ________________.
13. Complete the sentences using each other or –selves.

· If people work too hard, they can make ______________ ill.

· I need you and you need me. We need __________________.

· In Britain friends often give _________ presents at Christmas.

· Some people are very selfish. They only think of __________.

· Nora and I don’t see ______________________.

· We couldn’t get back into the house. We had locked ________ out.

· They’ve had an argument. They are not speaking to ___________ at the moment.

· We’d never met before, so we introduced _____ to _____________.

14. Complete the answers to the questions using myself/yourself/itself etc.
                                                                               
15. Write new sentences using the structure a friend of mine etc.

· We met one of your relations.     We met a ___________________

· Henry borrowed one of my books.  Henry ____________________

· Ann invited some of her friends to her flat. Ann ________________

· We had dinner with one of our neighbours. ____________________

· I went on holiday with two of my friends. _____________________

· Is that man one of your friends?  ____________________________
· I met one of Janet’s friends at the party. ______________________
16. Complete the sentences using my own/your own etc. +one of the following.

business     ideas     money     private jet     parliament     television
· I don’t watch television with the rest of my family. I’ve got __________ in my room.

· Sue doesn’t need to borrow from me. She’s got ___________________

· Julia is fed up with working for other people. She wants to start ___________________

· Henry is extremely rich. He’s got ______________________

· You can give him advice but he won’t listen. He’s got ______________

· The Isle of Man is an island off the coast of Britain. It is not completely independent but it has ________________________

17. Complete the sentences using my own/your own etc.

· How can you blame me? It’s not my fault. It’s ___________________

· He’s always using my ideas. Why can’t he use ___________________

· Please don’t worry about my problems. You’ve got ___________________

· I can’t make her decisions for her. She must take _________________

18. Complete the sentences using my own/your own etc. Choose one of these verbs.

     bake          make          write
· Mary doesn’t often buy clothes. She usually ____________________

· Paul is a singer. He sings songs  written by other people but he also ________________________

· We don’t often buy bread from a bakery. We ____________________

19. Complete the sentences using on my own/by myself.

· I’m glad I live with other people. I wouldn’t like to live on __________

· The box was too heavy for me to lift by _________________________

· “Who was Tom with when you saw him?”     “Nobody. He was by _________”

· Very young children should not go swimming by _________________

· I don’t think she knows many people. When I see her, she is always by ________________________

· I don’t like strawberries with cream. I like them on _______________

· Do you like working with other people or do you prefer working by _________________________________

· We had no help decorating the flat. We did it completely on ____________________________

· I went out with Sally because she didn’t want to go out on __________
  REVIEW OF PRONOUNS (test)

1. Complete the table.

	       Personal pronoun

Subject          Object
	             Possessive

Adjective         Pronoun
	      Reflexive pronoun



	     I                     me  

   ----                   ----  

    He                   ----   

    ----                   her

     It                    ----
    ----                  ----
    -----                 you
    They                ----
	      my                 ----
      ----                 ----
      ----                 ----
      ----                 ----
      ----                 ----
      ----                 ours

      ----                  ----

      ----                  ----
	                 ----
             Yourself

                  ----
                  ----
                  ----
                  ----
                  ----

                  ----


2. Correct the mistakes.
1. Look! There’s Sally and his boyfriend! Can you see them?

2. My brother he looks very young, but is older than I.

3. “Who’s that outside?” “It’s I”.

4. My girlfriend and me phone us every day.

5. Ours flat was cheaper than their, but there is much smaller than our.

6. Did the old man hurt him when fell out of his bed?

7. I woke up, got dressed myself and me some breakfast.

8. Is easy to cut you when you are shaving.

9. When we warned herself not to walk home by her own, she just laughed at us.

10. We were very annoyed with us for forgetting about yours party. 

3. Put in a suitable pronoun or adjective eg they, you, me, our etc.

1. ______ can get married in England at the age of 16.

2. Stephanie is very conceited. She’s always looking at _____ in the mirror.

3. Someone called to see you. ______ didn’t tell me ______ name.

4. How far is ______ from Barcelona to Madrid.
5. Living by_____ can be lonely.

6. _____ isn’t expensive to play tennis in England.

7. The police say that _____ want to interview Joe Newman.

8. If you don’t want to come to the theatre with ______, I’ll go on _____ own.

4. Complete the sentences using the correct pronoun or adjective.

1. _____ house is much bigger than ______. (they/we)

2. Is this book _____ or _____? (you/I)

3. “Is Lynne going on holiday with ______ friend?”     “No, _____’s going by ______.”(she/she/she)

4. How long have _____ been waiting for _____?(they/we)

5. Don’t blame _____; _____ wasn’t _____ mistake.(you/it/you)
6. _____ was very angry with _______ for being so stupid. (I/I)

7. _____ was very angry with _______ when _____ broke _____ camera.(he/I/I/he)

8. Someone came to see ______while _____ were out. _____ told ______ that _____ would be back at 2 o’clock.(you/you/I/they/you)

9. “Who painted _____flat?”     “Nobody. ____ painted it _____. (you/we/we)

10. ______’s a coincidence that ______ birthday is on the same day as _____. (it/he/her)
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empty.                                                       in the box.








































 ……………………
a. Nobody. I ……………………


b. No, he cut ……………………


c. No, I’ll……………………….


d. Linda …………………………


e. Why can’t you ……………….





a. Who repaired the bicycle for you?


b. Did Brian have his hair cut by a hairdresser?


c. Do you want me to post that letter for you?


d. Who told you that Linda was getting married?


e. Can you phone John for me?








PAGE  
8

