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Grammar guide
                                          Prepositions

A preposition is a function word indicating a relation between two notional words.

Morphological Composition

According to the morphological composition there are the following types of prepositions:

· SIMPLE PREPOSITIONS

e.g. out, in, for, on, about, but, against …
· DERIVED PREPOSITIONS ARE FORMED MAINLY FROM PARTICICIPLES

e.g. excepting, concerning, considering, following, including, during, depending, granted, past, except …

· COMPOUND PREPOSITIONS

e.g. within, outside, upon, onto, throughout, alongside, wherewith, whereof, whereupon, herein, withhall …

· COMPOSITE or PHRASAL PREPOSITIONS

e.g. but for, because of, by means of, instead of, on account of, thanks to, opposite to, in front of, for the sake of, in view of, in spite of, for the sake of, except for, due to, in addition to, with regard to ….

Semantic Characteristics

Most of prepositions are

· POLYSEMANTIC

e.g. in, to, far, at, from …

· MONOSEMANTIC

e.g. down, over, across, off, till, until, near, along, among, despite, during ….

Relations expressed by prepositions may be of various types:

· AGENTIVE – e.g. the letter was sent BY a friend of mine.
· ATTRIBUTIVE – e.g. the people IN question (люди, о которых идёт речь)

· POSSESSIVE – e.g. one OF my friend, the roof OF my house.
· RELATION INDICATING ORIGIN, MATERIAL, OR SOURCE – e.g. a girl FROM Brighton, made OF gold.
· OBJECTIVE RELATION – e.g. don’t be angry WITH me, to speak ON the matter.
· RELATION INDICATING TO WHOM THE ACTION IS DIRECTED – e.g. to show it TO him.
· INSTRUMENTAL RELATION – e.g. to write WITH a pencil.
· RELATION OF SURBODINATION – e.g. to be a secretary TO a Minister.
· RELATION DEFINING THE SPHERE OF ACTIVITY – e.g. Tom is good AT football.
· RELATION OF INVOLVEMENT – e.g. to cooperate WITH somebody, coffer WITH cream.
· RESPECTIVE RELATION – e.g. he is big FOR a youngster.
· RELATION OF RESEMBLANCE – e.g. he is LIKE his father.
· RELATION OF DISSOCIATION – e.g. to disburden oneself OF one’s past, to be devoid OF something, to know something FROM somebody.
· VARIOUS ADVERTIAL RELATION – of manner, means, style, language – e.g. WITH diligence, BY telegram, IN slang, IN bad print, IN good style, IN brief.
· of purpose/aim – e.g. to send FOR the doctor, he didn’t it FOR fun.

· temporal relation – e.g. IN good time, AT 5 o’clock.
· of course or reason – e.g. I didn’t OUT of fear THROUGH his negligence.
· SPECIAL RELATION, INCLUDING DIRECTIONAL RELATION -  e.g. PAST the gate, BY the window, ACROSS the river, AT the gate.
· CONCESSIVE RELATION – e.g. IN SPITE of the bad weather, DESPITE our protests.
Combinability of prepositions

Prepositions govern a NOUN. However it may also be followed by a pronoun, a gerundial phrase or a clause with nominal function. Many prepositions tend to form a phrase called a prepositional phrase. Phrases comprising verbs with prepositions very often function as IDIOMS, making one whole.(e.g. to laugh at, to call for …)

Positional Characteristics

-Normally a preposition stands between 2 words.

- In special questions it occurs at the end (e.g. What are you driving AT?) or at the beginning (e.g. TO WHAT EXTENT is this true.)

-Some clauses beginning with conjunctive and relative pronouns and in subordinate contact clauses.( e.g .What I am thinking OF is how he got there.)

- in exclamatory sentences (e.g. What a nice place to live IN!)
-in passive constructions (e.g. The doctor was immediately sent FOR.)
- in some syntactical patterns with the infinitive or gerund e.g. He is difficult to deal WITH.)

Prepositions of Place, Movement, Time

Prepositions of time: AT, IN, ON

We use them in these ways:

AT + a time of a day + weekends + a public holiday periods ( e.g. AT 2 o’clock, AT noon, AT lunchtime, AT the weekend, AT Christmas, AT Easter)
IN + a part of the day + longer periods (e.g. IN the morning, IN the evening, IN July, IN summer, IN 1983,  IN the 19th century)
But we say AT NIGHT.
ON + a day + a part of the day + a date (e.g. ON Monday, ON Christmas day, ON Monday morning, ON 4th July …)

Learn these expressions!

· at the moment, at present, at the same time;  

· in half an hour, in two weeks(=a time in the future);
· in four weeks (= to say how long something takes);
· in a room , in a building, in a box, in a garden, in a town, in a city, in a country;
· at the bus stop, at the door, at the window, at the top, at the bottom;
· on the ceiling, on the wall, on the door, on the table, on the floor, on her nose, on a page, on an island;

· We say that somebody is: in a line, in a row, in a queue, in a street, in a photo, in a picture, in a mirror, in the sky, in the world, in a book, in a newspaper, in a magazine, in a letter; 

· We say that somebody is: on the left, on the right, on the ground floor, on the first floor, on the second floor, on a map, on the menu, on a list, on a farm;

· THE CORNER       We say “IN THE CORNER (of a room)” but “AT THE CORNER or ON THE CORNER (of a street)”

· THE FRONT and THE BACK       We say IN THE FRONT, IN THE BACK (of a car),    AT THE FRONT, AT THE BACK (of a building, cinema, group, of people),    ON THE FRONT, ON THE BACK (of a letter, piece of paper…)
· in bed, in hospital, in prison, in the sea; 

· at home, at sea (=on a voyage), at work, at school, at university, at college, at a party, at a conference, at a football match;

· IN and AT for buildings:  in a restaurant, at a restaurant (where an event takes place),at the station, at the air port, at somebody’s house, at the doctor’s, at the hairdresser’s (we use IN when we are thinking about the building itself)

· on a bus, on a train, on a plane, on a ship, on a bicycle, on a motorcycle, on a horse;

· in a car, in a taxi,
· MEANS OF TRANSPORT: BY – by + noun to say how we travel – by car, by bus, by coach, by train, by plane, by ship, by bicycle, by motorcycle.
We do not use AT, ON, IN before LAST, THIS, VERY, ALL, EACH, SOME, ANY, ONE, TOMORROW, YESTERDAY. (e.g. We’re leaving next Monday. I’ll see you this evening. They play tennis every weekend, What are you doing tomorrow evening?)
ON TIME / IN TIME

On time = “at exactly the right time” (e.g. The buses are very unreliable. The never arrive ON TIME.)

In time = ‘early enough” (e.g. He discovered the fire IN TIME to stop it spreading.)
AT THE END / IN THE END

At the end = “at the point where something stops” (e.g. We are going on holiday AT THE END of this week.)

In the end = “finally’” or “after some time” (e.g. We couldn’t decide what to do yesterday evening. IN THE END we decided to stay at home.)

IN and DURING

In refers to a period of time.

During says that something continues all through a period.
DURING, FOR, WHILE 

During or While  say when something happens, but we use DURING + NOUN, but WHILE + CLAUSE. 

For says how long something continues.

BY, UNTIL, FROM,TO, BEFORE,AFTER

Until =” up to the time when”

By = “not later than”
Prepositions of place and movement: IN, AT, ON, INTO, OUT OF, ONTO, OFF, INSIDE, OUTSIDE, TO, ABOVE, BELOW, OVER, UNDER, UNDERNEATH, ON TOP OF……….. 
1. We use IN when we think of a place as three- dimensional. (e.g. Simon is IN his room.) We also use IN when we think of a place as an area.(e.g. We has got a flat IN Milan.)
2. We use AT when we think of a place as a point.(e.g. I waited AT the bus stop for twenty minutes.)
3. We use ON when we think of a place as a surface. (e.g. What’s that ON the floor?)
4. With addresses, we use AT when we give the house number; in British English we use IN when we just give the name of the street.(e.g. I live AT 42 East Street. I live IN East Street.)
5. We use ON for the number of the floor.
6. We say “go, come, travel …” + TO a place or event. 
LEARN THEM!
          go TO America, go TO bed, return TO Italy, come TO my house, drive TO    
          the airport, be sent TO prison, get TO London, get TO work, get TO the 
         party, been TO… .
 




             on
onto or on                         off







outside
ABOVE / OVER = “higher than”.
BELOW / UNDER = “lower than”.

A is OVER B. 

B is UNDER A.

A is OVER B.          B is UNDER A. 

[image: image1]
A is ABOVE B.                           B is BELOW A.
OVER = “covering” (e.g. He put his hand OVER his face.)

OVER = “across” (e.g. We walked OVER the fields to the village.)

UNDERNEATH = UNDER

ON TOP OF means “one thing is over and touching another thing”.
          in front of                                                                behind
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opposite
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between
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near
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next to

along


across


up
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down
Learn them!

· on holiday, on business, on a trip, on a tour, on a cruise, on television, on the radio, on the phone, on strike, on a diet, on fire, on the whole, on purpose;

· in the rain, in the sun, in the shade, in the dark, in bad weather, in ink, in biro, in pencil, in words, in figures, in block letters, in cash, in love, in my opinion;

· by cheque, by credit card;

· at the age of, at a speed of, at a temperature of

Accuracy Practice
1. Complete the sentences. Each time use AT, ON, IN + one of the following:

	The evening, the moment, Sundays, about 20 minutes, 21 July 1969, the Middle Ages, 1492, the 1920s, 11 seconds, Christmas, the same time, night.


· Columbus made his first voyage from Europe to America _________.

· In Britain most people do not work _________________________ .

· If the sky is clear, you can see the stars _____________________ .

· After working hard during the day, I like to relax _______________.

· The first man walked on the moon ___________________________.

· It’s difficult to listen if everyone is speaking ___________________.

· Jazz became popular in the United States _____________________.

· I’m just going out to the shop. I’ll be back _____________________.

· (on the phone) “Can I speak to Clare?”   “I’m afraid she is not here ___.

· In Britain people send each other cards _______________________.
· Many of Europe’s great cathedrals were built ___________________.

· Bob is a very fast runner. He can run 100 metres _________________.

2. Put in AT, ON, IN where necessary. Leave an empty space (-) if no preposition is necessary.

· a. I’ll see you _____ Friday.

b. I’ll see you _____ next Friday.

· a. What are you doing _____Saturday?

b. What are you doing ____ the weekend?

· a. They often go out _____ the evenings.

b. They often go out _____ Sunday evenings.

· a. Do you work _____ Wednesday?

b. Do you work _____ every Wednesday?

· a. We usually have a holiday _____ Christmas.

b. We often have a short holiday _____ Christmas.
· a. Pauline got married _____ 1991.

b. Pauline got married _____ 18 May 1991.

c. Chris is getting married _____ this year.

3. Put in AT, ON, IN.

· Mozart was born in Salzburg _____ 1756.

· I haven’t seen Kate for a few days. I last saw her _____ Tuesday.

· The price of electricity is going up _____ October.

· I’ve been invited to a wedding _____ 14 February.

· Hurry up! We’ve got to go _____ five minutes.

· I’m busy just now but I’ll be with you _____ a moment.

· Jenny’s brother is an engineer but he is out of work _____ the moment.

· There are usually a lot of parties _____ New Year’s Eve.

· I hope the weather will be nice _____ the weekend.

· _____ Saturday night I went to bed _____ 11 o’clock.

· I don’t like travelling _____ night.

· We traveled overnight to Paris and arrived _____ 5 o’clock _____ the morning.

· The course begins _____ 7 January and ends sometime _____ April.
· It was quite a short book and easy to read. I read it _____ a day.

· I might not be at home _____ Tuesday morning but I’ll probably be there _____ the afternoon.

· My car is being repaired at the garage. It will be ready _____ two hours.

· The telephone and the doorbell rang _____ the same time.

· Mary and Henry always go out for a meal _____ their wedding anniversary.

· Henry is 63. He’ll be retiring from his job _____ two years’ time.

4. Complete the sentences with ON TIME or IN TIME.

· The bus was late this morning but it’s usually _____ .

· The film was supposed to start at 8.30 but it didn’t begin _____.

· I like to get up _____ to have a big breakfast before going to work.

· We want to start the meeting _____, so please don’t be late.

· I’ve just washed the shirt. I want to wear it this evening, so I hope it will be dry _____.

· The train service isn’t very good. The trains are rarely _____.
· I nearly missed my flight this morning. I got to the airport just _____.

· I nearly forgot that it was Joe’s birthday. Fortunately I remembered _____.

· Why are you never _____ ? You always keep everybody waiting.

5. Read the situations and make sentences using JUST IN TIME.

· a. A child ran across the road in front of the your car. You saw the child at the last moment.

(manage / stop) __________.

· You were walking home without an umbrella. Just after you got home, it started to rain very heavily.

(get / home) __________.

· Tim was going to sit on the chair you had just painted. You said, “Don’t sit in that chair!”, so he didn’t.

(stop / him) __________.

· You went to the cinema. You were a bit late and you thought you would miss the beginning of the film. But the film began as you sat down in the cinema. 

(get / cinema / beginning of the film) __________.

6. Complete the sentences using AT THE END + one of the following:

	The course, the interview, the match, the month, the race


· All the players shook hands __________.
· I normally get paid __________.

· The students had a party __________.

· Two of the runners collapsed __________.

· To my surprise I was offered the job __________.

7. Write sentences with IN THE END. Use the verbs in brackets.

· We had a lot of problems with our car. (sell) _____.

· Judy got more and more fed up with her job. (resign) ____.

· I tried to learn German but I found it too difficult. (give up) _____.

· We couldn’t decide whether to go to the party or not. (not / go) _____.

8. Put in AT or IN.

· I’m going away _____ the end of the month.

· It took me a long time to find a job. _____ the end I got a job in a hotel.
· Are you going away _____ the beginning of August or _____ the end?

· I couldn’t decide what to buy Mary for her birthday. I didn’t buy her anything _____ the end.

· We waited ages for a taxi. We gave up _____ the end and walked home.

· I’ll be moving to a new address _____ the end of September.

· At first Helen didn’t want to go to the theatre but she came with us _____ the end.

· I’m going away _____ the end of this week.

· “I didn’t know what to do.”  “Yes, you were in a difficult position. What did you do _____ the end?”

9. Complete the sentences. Use IN, AT, ON + one of the following.

	The window, my guitar, your coffee, the river, the mountains, the island, that tree, the next garage.


· Look at those people swimming _____.
· One of the strings _____ is broken.

· There’s something wrong with the car. We’d better stop _____.

· Would you like sugar _____?

· The leaves _____ are a beautiful colour.

· Last year we had a wonderful skiing holiday _____.
· There’s nobody living _____. It’s uninhabited.

· He spends most of the day sitting _____ and looking outside.

10. Complete the sentences with IN, AT, ON.

· Write your name _____ the top of the page.
· I like that picture hanging _____ the wall _____ the kitchen.
· There was an accident _____ the crossroads this morning.
· I wasn’t sure whether I had come to the right office. There was no name _____ the door.
· _____ the end of the street there is a path leading to the river.
· You’ll find the sports results _____ the back page of the newspaper.
· I wouldn’t like an office job. I couldn’t spend the whole day sitting _____ a desk.
· My brother lives _____ a small village _____ the south-west of England.
· The man the police are looking for has a scar _____ his right cheek.
· The headquarters of the company are _____ Milan.
· Nicola was wearing a silver ring _____ her little finger.
11. Complete the sentences with IN, AT, ON+ one of the following.
	The west coast, the world, the back of the envelope, the sky, the front row, the back of the class, the right, my way to work.


· It was a lovely day. There wasn’t a cloud _____.
· In most countries people drive _____.

· What is the tallest building _____?

· I usually buy a newspaper _____ in the morning.

· San Francisco is _____ of the United States.

· We went to the theatre last night. We had seats _____.

· I couldn’t hear the teacher very well. She spoke quietly and I was sitting _____.

· When you send a letter, it is a good idea to write your name and address _____.
12. Complete the sentences with IN, AT, ON.

· It can be dangerous when children play _____ the street.

· If you walk to the end of the street, you’ll see a small sho _____ the corner.

· Is Tom _____ this photograph? I can’t find him.

· My office is _____ the first floor. It’s _____ the left as you come out of the lift.

· We normally use the front entrance but there’s another entrance _____ the back.

· A: Is there anything interesting _____ the paper today?

B: Well, there’s an unusual photograph _____ the back page.

· I love to look up at the stars _____ the sky at night.

· (in a restaurant) “Where shall we sit?”    “Over there, _____ the corner.”
· When I’m a passenger in a car, I prefer to sit _____ the front.

· It’s a very small village. You probably won’t find it _____ your map.

· Paris is _____ the river Seine.

13. Complete the sentences. Use IN, AT, ON + one of the following:

	Sea, the plane, hospital, school, bed, prison, the station, the airport, the cinema, the Sports Centre.


· My train arrives at 11.30. Can you meet me _____.

· I didn’t feel very well when I woke up, so I stayed _____.
· I think I’d like to see a film. What’s on _____ this week?

· Some people are _____ for crimes that they did not commit.

· “What does your sister do? Has she got a job?”  “No, she’s still _____.

· I play basketball _____ on Friday evenings.

· A friend of mine was injured in an accident a few days ago. She’s still ___.

· Our flight was delayed. We had to wait _____ for four hours.

· I enjoyed the flight but the food _____ wasn’t very nice.

· Bill works on ships. He is away _____ most of the time.

14. Complete the sentences with IN, AT, ON.
· I didn’t see you _____ the party on Saturday. Where were you?

· It was a very slow train. It stopped _____ every station.

· I don’t know where my umbrella is. Perhaps I left it _____ the bus.

· Shall we travel _____ your car or mine?

· The exhibition _____ the Museum of Modern Art finished on Saturday.

· We stayed _____ a very nice hotel when we were _____ Amsterdam.

· There were fifty rooms _____ the hotel.

· Tom is ill. He wasn’t _____ work today. He was _____ home _____ bed.

· I wasn’t in when you phoned. I was _____ my sister’s house.

· It’s always too hot _____ my sister’s house. The heating is always on too high.
· I haven’t seen Kate for some time. I last saw her _____ Dave’s wedding.

· Paul lives _____ London. He’s a student _____ London University.

15. Put in TO, AT, IN, INTO where necessary. If no preposition is necessary leave an empty space (-).

· Three people were taken _____ hospital after the accident.

· I met Caroline on my way _____ home.

· We left our luggage _____ the station and went to find something to eat.

· Shall we take a taxi _____ the station or shall we walk?

· I must go _____ the bank today to change some money.

· The river Rhine flows _____ the North Sea.

· I’m tired. As soon as I get _____ home, I’m going _____ bed.

· “Have you got your camera?”  “No, I left it _____ home.”

· Marcel is French. He has just returned _____ France after two years _____ Brazil.

· Are you going _____ Linda’s party next week?

· Carl was born _____ Chicago but his family moved _____ New York when he was three. He still lives _____ New York.

· Have you ever been _____ China?

· I had lost my key but I managed to climb _____ the house through a window.
· We got stuck in a traffic jam on our way _____ the airport.

· We had lunch _____ the airport while we were waiting for our plane.

· Welcome _____ the hotel. We hope you enjoy your stay here.

· What do you say to someone visiting your town or country? Welcome _____!

16. Have you been to these places? If so, how many times?

Athens, Australia, Ireland, London, Paris, Rome, Sweden, The U.S.A., Moscow

    17.Put in TO, AT, IN where necessary. If no preposition is necessary leave an   

       empty space (-).

· What time does this train get _____ London?

· What time does this train arrive _____ London?

· What time did you get _____ home last night?

· What time do you usually arrive _____ work in the morning?
· When we got _____ the cinema, there was a long queue outside.

· I arrived _____ home feeling very tired.

18. Write sentences using GOT INTO, OUT OF, ON, OFF.

· You were walking home. A friend passed you in her car. She saw you, stopped and offered you a lift. She opened the door. What did you do? __________.
· You were waiting for the bus. At last your bus came. The doors opened. What did you do then? __________.

· You drove home in your car. You arrived at your house and parked the car. What did you do then? __________.

· You were traveling by train to Manchester. When the train got to Manchester, what did you do? __________.

· You needed a taxi. After a few minutes a taxi stopped for you. You opened the door. What did you do then? __________.

· You were traveling by air. At the end of your flight the plane landed at the airport and stopped. The doors were opened, you took your bag and stood up. What did you do then? __________.

19. Complete the sentences using ON + one of the following.
	Business, fire, strike ,holiday, a tour, a diet, the whole, the phone, television, purpose


· Look! That cat is _____! Somebody call the fire brigade.
· It’s difficult to contact Sarah because she is not _____.

· Workers at the factory have gone _____ for better pay and conditions.

· Soon after we arrived, we were taken _____ of the city.

· A: I’m going _____ next week.

B: Are you? Where are you going? Somewhere nice?

· I feel lazy this evening. Is there anything worth watching _____?

· I’m sorry. It was an accident. I didn’t do it _____.

· George has put on a lot of weight recently. I think he should go _____.
· Jane’s job involves a lot of traveling. She often has to go away _____.

· A: How did your exams go?

B: Well, there were some difficult questions but _____ they were OK.

20. Complete the sentences using IN + one of the following.

	Block letters, cash, my opinion, the shade, cold weather, love, pencil


· He likes to keep warm, so he doesn’t go out much _____.

· Diane never uses a pen. She always writes _____.

· They fell _____ with each other almost immediately and were married in a few weeks.

· Please write your address clearly, preferably _____.

· I don’t like the sun. I prefer to sit _____.

· Ann thought the restaurant was OK, but _____ it wasn’t very good.

· I hardly ever use a credit card or cheques. I prefer to pay for things _____.
21. Put in the correct preposition: ON, IN, AT, FOR.

· Water boils _____ 100 degrees Celsius.
· When I was 14, I went _____ a trip to France organized by my school.

· I wouldn’t like this job. He spends most of his time talking _____ the phone.

· Julia’s grandmother died recently _____ the age of 79.

· Can you turn the light on, please? I don’t want to sit _____ the dark.

· We didn’t go _____ holiday last year. We stayed at home.

· I’m going to Scotland _____ a short holiday next month.

· I won’t be here next week. I’ll be _____ holiday.

· He got married _____ 17, which is rather young to get married.

· There was an interesting programme _____ the radio this morning.

· _____ my opinion, violent films should not be shown _____ television.

· I wouldn’t like to go _____ a cruise. I think I’d get bored.

· I mustn’t eat too much. I’m supposed to be _____ a diet.

· In Britain, children start school _____ the age of five.

· There was panic when people realized that the building was _____ fire.

· The Earth travels round the Sun _____ a speed of 107,000 km an hour.

· “Did you enjoy your holiday?”   “Not every minute, but _____ the whole, yes.”

· When you write a cheque, you have to write the amount _____ words and figures.

Starting Activities
The first person to built a house on the moon (prepositions of time)

Work in pairs. Write a paragraph about the first person to build a house on the moon. Use these phrases to help you:

· he was born at ……… o’clock 
· before starting ………
· after leaving ………
· until he was 19 he had never ………
· by the time he was 25 he had ………
· from ……… to ……… he was a ………
· for ……… years he ……… and during this time he ………
· in the winter of ……… he ………
Work as a class. Read your paragraph to the class and listen to other people’s paragraphs, writing down any uses of prepositions you did not know before.

After the party (prepositions of positions and movement)

Work in pairs, A and B. Draw a picture of a family living room. Discuss and agree on where all the furnishings listed below should go using the prepositions of position.
Example: Let’s put a picture above the fireplace.

Furnishings: two armchairs, a small round table, a large square table, a sofa, a television set, a rug, pictures on the walls, a table lamp, a light, ashtrays, a poster, some books, a piano, a bookcase. (Put in anything else that you both want to.)

Prepositions of position: above, behind, beside, between, in (in the middle, in the corner), in front of, near, on, on top of, under

Now decide who is A and who is B. A is 16 years old and B is A’s mother or father. Last night A had a party for all his or her friends. The living room now looks quite different.

Person A: It is after the party. A lot of things have been left behind in the living room by your friends. (See the list of objects below.) Explain to your mother or father, using the phrases below plus prepositions of position and movement, exactly where the objects are in the living room and how they got there.

Example: You see that pair of socks under the round table? I’m afraid somebody decided to dance barefoot and he took off his socks and forgot about them.

Phrases: You see that…

              I’m afraid there’s a …

              I’m sorry, but that …

Objects: a bicycle, a parrot in a cage, a large cake, a diamond ring, a pair of football boots, a London telephone directory, a rubber duck.

Start the activity as soon as you are both ready. Either of you can start.

Person B: It is after the party. All the furniture and the other things that you discussed with A in part 1 of the activity have been moved. Say where they all are now and ask A for an explanation of how they came to be there. Use the drawing of the living room.
Example: This sofa was along the wall in the corner of the room. Why is it now in the middle of the room?

Start the activity as soon as you are both ready. Either of you can start.

Every picture tells a story (prepositions of position and movement)

Work as a class. You need a piece of paper large enough to draw a picture on. Your teacher will read a description of a picture. You draw the picture as your teacher describes it. Your teacher will read the description more than once, and you can look at what other people are drawing, if you need to. Keep your picture when it is finished.
Work as a class. Your teacher will ask one person from the class to come to the board, without the picture. The rest of the class describes the picture while the person at the board draws it again on the board. Check that the picture is correct and list any prepositions that you want to remember.

Pickpockets (prepositions of position and movement)

Work in pairs or in three groups. Tree pickpockets stole a wallet outside the school where you are learning English. Your class saw them and chased them right across the town. Later you told the police what happened. Use all the prepositions below and as many of the verbs as you like to help you. Describe what happened when you chased either Pickpocket1 or pickpocket 2 or pickpocket 3.
Example: She ran across the main square and disappeared into the café.

Pickpocket 1 was a woman in a red dress. You chased her across town on foot.

Pickpocket 2 was a man in his mid – twenties. He got away in a car. You chased him in a car.

Pickpocket 3 was a middle – aged woman. She started off on foot, then caught a bus and then a train. You chased her all the way.

Prepositions: across, along, around, away from, behind, beside, down, from, inside, into, near, off, onto, out of, round, through, to, towards, up.
Verbs: run, turn, go, drive, disappear, scramble, walk, slip.

Work as a class. Tell the class about your chase and list prepositions and verbs from other people’s chase stories.

TEST

1. IN, AT, ON, INTO,ONTO, FROM… TO, FOR, DURING, BY, UNTILL? Put in the 

    correct prepositions.

· I was standing _____ the bus stop _____ the end of the street.

· Put the orange juice _____ the fridge, _____ the bottom shelf, please.

· I never see that car _____ the day. I think it only comes out _____ night.

· I can’t take any more off work _____ next year, I’m afraid.

· We have to finish writing this _____ three o’clock.

· They got married _____ the spring, _____ 1993.

· I hurt my back lifting those cases _____ the boot of the car.

· You can often see birds _____ the grass _____ the park opposite my house.
· I saw your name _____ the office door. Are you the Geoffrey Henderson whose picture has been _____ the paper? We were _____ Paris, on holiday, and ran into her _____ the street.

· As he put the tray _____ the table he dropped one of the knives _____ the floor.

· A bird flew _____ my room this morning and they flew right _____ the top of the cupboard.

· She works late _____ Mondays and gets home _____ seven _____ the evening.

· Joyce has been playing her guitar _____ three hours now. Sometimes she plays _____ early morning _____ late _____ the afternoon.

· Fasten your seatbelt, please, madam, and you’ll have to finish your meal _____ the time we land.

· I don’t really want to switch the television off _____ the programme finishes.

· You’re late, we should have started _____ now.

· She never sends cards _____ Christmas and one year she just turned up without warning _____ Christmas Day.

· I saw her _____ the weekend, or was it some time _____ the week?

· It doesn’t rain much _____ July so we usually go on holiday _____ that time of year.

· He came _____ the room angrily and threw his briefcase _____ the desk.

· Pin the notice up _____ the noticeboard, _____ the top.
2. Complete the sentences with DURING, BY, UNTIL, AT, ON, IN. If no word is necessary, leave a space (-).

· We usually finish work early _____ Friday.

· _____ the time you get this letter, I shall be in Miami.

· She wrote this article _____ her holiday.

· He won’t hand over the parcel _____ we pay him.

· The children aren’t here _____ the moment, but they’ll be back _____ a few minutes.

· Can you come to tea with us _____ next Sunday?
· I want to be at the stadium early so that we are _____ time to get good seats.

· Please don’t touch anything _____ the police arrive.

· I should be free by 3 o’clock. If the meeting doesn’t end _____ time, I shall have to make my apologies and leave.

· She was reluctant to help us at first, but _____ the end she agreed to do what she could.

· I’m not sure whether it’ll be Thursday or Friday, but I’ll definitely be back _____ the weekend.

· Will you finish work _____ time to do the shopping?

· We always used to have a party _____ the end of term.

· I’d like to hold our next meeting _____ 23rd March. Will that suit you?

3. Complete the description with AT, FOR, DURING, BY, UNTIL, IN.

THE CITY OF LONDON

The city of London was founded by the Romans _____ the year 43 AD. _____ the next few years it quickly became the main trading centre in Britain. _____ two hundred years after the Romans left, the city was almost forgotten. Its full importance did not return _____ the eleventh century. _____ the end of that century, the government of England was in Westminster and the Tower of London had been started. _____ the Middle Ages London continued to grow, and _____ the time of Shakespeare it had become a prosperous capital city with many fine buildings. Unfortunately, most of these buildings were made of wood and _____ 1666 they were almost all destroyed by a fire which lasted _____ several days. This was a great tragedy for the people living there _____ that time, but it is true that many of areas which are most attractive today were planned _____ the rebuilding which followed.
4. Complete the following description with FOR, DURING, BY, UNTILL,AT, IN, ON.

ELEANOR IS A NURSE WHO WORKS THE NIGHT SHIFT. HOW DOES SHE MANAGE?
“Well, I finish work _____ 6.30 a.m. Then I go home, have a bath and try to be in bed _____ half past eight. _____ the same time as I’m getting ready for bed, Jeffrey, my husband, and our five-year-old daughter, Elaine, are getting up. Jeffrey takes her to nursery school. I usually sleep _____ about 3 o’clock _____ the afternoon. I have to be at the school _____ 3.30, to collect Elaine. We come home and I play with her, and try to get some housework done _____ the same time. When my husband comes home, we eat. If I’m lucky, I can relax _____ an hour before putting Elaine to bed. Then I do some housework that didn’t get done _____ the day. I allow plenty of time to get to the hospital because if I’m not there _____ time, another nurse will have to go on working _____ I arrive. I’m often very tired _____ the time I finish., but I don’t really mind. There’s a special atmosphere in the hospital _____ night. And the hours suit us, _____ the moment, anyway.  I may want to work days when Elaine goes to a different school. Perhaps I’ll be ready for a change _____ then.”

5. Choose the correct words in the conversations.

· Jay: Oh, look. Here’s a photo taken in my classroom at primary school. Can you recognize me (in / on) _____ it?
Anna: No, I don’t think so. Unless that’s you right (in / at) _____ the back.

Jay: No, that’s not me. I’m the one standing (in / at) _____ the corner.

Anna: In trouble as usual!

· Pia: I don’t understand this.

Lily: What?

Pia: Well, I want to check something with the college, but it says (in / on) _____this letter that I must give a reference number when I phone, and I can’t find it.

Lily: It’s in that little booklet, (in / on) _____ the first page.

Pia: Oops! So it is. Thanks.

· Len: Where’s your sister?

Sue: She’s (at / in) _____ a wedding.

Len: Oh, where?

Sue: (At / In) _____ Paris.

Len: Who’s getting married?

Sue: She is.

Len: Oh.

· Gary: What was that?

Nick: What?

Gary: I’m sure I saw a face (at / in) _____ the window.

Nick: Don’t be silly. It’s the television, reflected (on / in) _____ the glass.

· Mel: Did you see Yves (in / at) _____ the dance?

Jan: No, of course not. He went back (to / in) _____ France last week.

Mel: But I’m sure I saw him (in / on) _____ the bus yesterday. In fact, he waved to me when we arrived (to / at) _____ the station.

Jan: How strange. We’ll have to investigate what he’s up to!

6. Complete the note with IN, ON, AT.

Dear Gordon,

Many thanks for agreeing to stay in the flat while I’m in Wales. I enclose the key and here’s the list of what’s where that I promised you: If you lose this key, Mrs Johnson _____  the flat _____ the ground floor has a spare. If she’s away, the landlord lives _____ the building _____ the end of the street. It’s called Laurel Villa, and he’s Mr Emerson. They both know you’ll be there while I’m away.

The electricity and gas main switches are _____ the wall _____ the back of the large cupboard _____ the study. You can turn the water off by the large tap _____ the corner of the bathroom. I hope you won’t need to. I’ve made a list of all useful phone numbers I can think of. It’s stuck _____ the kitchen door. I hope you have a good time. 

                                              Much love,

                                                                Shirly

7. Choose the correct preposition.

TROUBLE AT NORTON MINING

The entire workforce of Norton Mining has gone (on / in) _____ strike following a serious accident at the mine in Coolooma. The cause (for / of) _____ the accident is unclear, but the union is blaming management attitudes (on / to) _____ safety regulations. A spokesperson said “Damage (of / to) _____ equipment was frequently ignored and union demands (for / of) _____ safer working practices were rejected. The manages’ relationship (with / to) _____ the union was very poor, so although we pointed out that there’d been a rise (of / in) _____ the number of minor accidents over the past year, they said there was no need (for / of) _____ a change in working practices.”

John Norton, the chairman of Norton Mining, is away (on / in) _____ a business trip. His secretary said she had spoken to him (by / on) _____ the phone. The news of the accident had come ( like / as) _____ a great shock to him, she added. She was unable to say when he would be back.
It is understood that the police would like to speak to Mr Norton in connection (with / to) _____ a number on his financial dealings.

8. Complete the answers to the questions. Use one of the prepositions in the box with the words provided and any other necessary words.

	As           at                  by          in                   like                    on


· What’s this room?

(store room) We use it __________.

· Where’s Geraldine?

(holiday) She’s __________.

· What would you like to do now?

(shade) Let’s sit __________.

· Why aren’t you eating my cake?

(diet) I’m __________.

· Can you really afford to buy that CD player now?

(credit card) It’s OK. I’ll pay __________.

· Surely they didn’t drive all the way to Istanbul?
(plane) No, the traveled __________.

· Was the exhibition interesting?

· (little – known Russian artists) Yes. The works were all __________.

· Why were so many people injured in the crash?

(130 km an hour) Because the train was traveling __________.

· Why are you writing so slowly?

(capital letters) Because I have to put my address __________.

· Can you ring to let me know you’re home safely?

(phone) Not very easily. You see, I’m not __________.

· What was the course like?

(whole) Some parts were a bit dull, but it wasn’t bad __________.

· How do you get on with your father?

(best friend) I regard him __________.

· Why is your hand so swollen?

(wasp) I got stung __________.

· What sort of car has Christine bought this time?

(the last one) A Ford __________.

· Where’s the fax machine?
(photocopier) In the office, __________.

· What are you doing in the summer holidays?

(motorcycle messenger) I’ve got a job __________.

· Why were you so late?

(fog) We got lost __________.

· Why does Andrew keep making mistakes?

(love) He must be __________.
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