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 Grammar guide
The noun denotes thingness in a general sense.
                        SEMANTIC CHARACTERISTICS

Nouns fall into PROPER nouns and COMMON  nouns.
Proper nouns are:- geographical names ( New-York, the Thames, Asia),

-names of individual persons (John, Byron),
-names of months and days of the week (January, Sunday),

-names of planets (the Moon, the Sun),

-names of ships, hotels, clubs (Shepherd’s hotel),

-names of buildings, streets, parks, bridges (Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square) 
-names of institutions, organizations, magazines and newspapers (the New Times, the Guirdian).

Common nouns are: countable and uncountable.
COUNTABLE NOUNS are the names of separate objects, people which we can count; they have singular and plural forms (one book, two books). Countable nouns can take singular or plural verbs. (This book is expensive. These books are expensive.) Before countable nouns we can use a/an and numbers (a man, one book, two books). We use some before plural countable nouns (some books, some men).
UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS  are the names of things which we cannot count; they do not have plural forms (milk, rice).Uncountable nouns always take singular verbs (Milk is good for you. The weather was very good yesterday.) We do not use a/an or a number before uncountable nouns. We use some before uncountable nouns.
HERE ARE SOME COMMON UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS!!!

	Bread, chocolate, cheese, coffee, cream, gold, hair, jam, oil, paper, snow, wind, wood, advice, experience, fun, help, happiness, health, information, knowledge, love, progress, weather, work, accommodation, English, music, equipment, furniture, homework, luggage, rubbish, traffic, money, news, travel, behavior, chaos, damage, luck, permission, progress, scenery, sand, electricity, water, blood, juice, etc.


Some words can be used as countable and uncountable nouns. They have different meanings in countable and uncountable forms.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	An iron-утюг,  some iron-железо,  a wood- лес,  some wood- древесина,  a paper- газета,  some paper- бумага,  а  coffee- чашка кофе,   coffee- кофе, a chicken-цыплёнок,   some chicken- порция,   chicken –мясо цыплёнка,  a  business- компания,   business –бизнес,  a  gossip- сплетник,  gossip- сплетни,  a hair- волосок,  hair- волосы,  a help- помощник,  help –помощь,   a toast- тост,   toast- зажаренный хлеб,  a work- произведение,   work- работа,   a glass- стакан,   glass- стекло,   some potatoes- несколько картофелин,   some potato- порция толчёной картошки.


              MORPHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Nouns are characterized by the grammatical categories of –number and – case.

The category of number.

There are two forms: 1-a singular form ( a book, a day…);

                                  2- a plural form (books, days…).

REGULAR PLURALS

-Most nouns form their plural by adding –s to the singular form (a girl- girls).

-We add –es if the singular noun ends in –ch, -sh, -s or –x (a church- churches, a dish- dishes, a bus- buses, a box- boxes).

-Some nouns ending in –o, add –es in the plural (a tomato- tomatoes, a potato-potatoes, an echo- echoes, a hero-heroes, a negro- negroes). Other nouns ending in –o, add –s only.

-Nouns ending in a consonant + -y, change the –y to i and add –es (a baby- babies, a factory- factories).

 IRREGULAR PLURALS
- Some nouns ending in –f/fe drop the –f/fe and add –ves in the plural (a half-halves, a thief-thieves, a leaf-leaves,etc.)

-Some nouns form their plural by changing their vowels.

HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	A foot-feet,   a tooth-teeth,    a goose-geese,    a man- men,    a woman-women,    a mouse-mice


-A few nouns form the plural with –en.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	A child- children,   an ox- oxen.


Some nouns have the same form in the singular and the plural.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	A sheep-sheep,  a deer- deer,  a fish-fish,  an aircraft- aircraft,  a hovercraft- hovercraft,  a spacecraft- spacecraft,  a series- series,  a species- species.


Some nouns borrowed from Greek and Latin have Greek and Latin plural endings.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	A crisis- srises,  a phenomenon- phenomena, a cactus- cacti.


The usual plural of person is people.
                      SINGULAR AND PLURAL
Sometimes we use a plural noun for one thing that has two parts.  

FOR EXAMPLE!!!

	Trousers,  pyjamas, glasses, binoculars, scissors, jeans, shorts, tights, pants, etc. 

My trousers are too long!




 These words are plural, so they take a plural verb.
Some nouns end in – ics are not plural!!!

HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	Athletics, gymnastics, mathematics, physics, electronics, economics, politics.

Gymnastics is my favourite sport.


   These words are singular, so they take a singular verb.
Some singular nouns are often used with a plural verb.

 HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	Government, staff, team, family audience, committee, company, firm.


!!We always use a plural verb with police.
!!We always use a singular verb with news.
The category of case.
This category shows relation of the noun with other words in a sentence. There are two cases –the common case and the genitive (possessive) case. The possessive case is marked by the apostrophe ‘s, e.g. Sally’s motorbike.

USE
We add the possessive ‘s to:
	· personal nouns (Andrew’s bedroom- the bedroom where Andrew sleeps.)
· personal indefinite pronouns (someone’s passport)
· names of animals (a dog’s life)
· a group of people or with a place where people work or live (the company’s office)
· We also use ‘s in some expressions of time (yesterday’s newspaper)
· periods of time (a week’s holiday)
· without a following noun (My car is next to Ken’s.) It is clear what or who we are talking about.



So, we normally use ‘s  when the first noun is a person or an animal.
We normally use …of… with things.
	· the name of the school,  the middle of the book,   the front of the car.
· Also we use …of… instead of ‘s with longer phrases. ( Yesterday I met the daughter of the Australian couple who live next door.)


We can use …of… and a possessive form in a “double possessive”.

	Sarah is a friend of Simon’s (= one of Simon’s friends)

A cousin of mine is coming to visit me. (=one of my cousin)


FORM
-After a singular noun, we add ‘s (my father’s car).

-After a plural noun ending in –s, we add  only ‘ ( my parents’ car).
- After a plural noun not ending in –s, we add ‘s (the men’s car).
- After a whole phrase, we add ‘s (Sue and Frank’s daughter).

                MORPHOLOGICAL COMPOSITION
Nouns fall into:-SIMPLE NOUNS, - DERIVED NOUNS, - COMPOUND NOUNS.
-Simple nouns consist of only one root morpheme ( a dog, a chair, a room).

-Derived nouns are composed of one root morpheme and one or more derivational morphemes ( childhood, friendship).

-Compound nouns consist of at least 2 steams.

HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES!!!

	Noun+noun- airmail,   adj+ noun- blackbird,   verb+ noun- pickpocket,   gerund+ noun- looking-glass,   noun+ prep+ noun- father-in-law,   substantivised phrases- forget- me-not, etc.


Many compound nouns are formed by using one noun in front of another noun. When this happens, the first noun is almost always singular ( a toothbrush, a shoe shop…).

We normally form plurals of compound nouns by adding –(e)s to the second word ( a shoe shop- shoe shops, a toothbrush- two toothbrushes).
But note that compounds ending in –in-law add –s to the first word (one brother-in-law—two brothers- in law, a passer-by- some passers-by…).

                                       NOUNS
A. Starting activities
1    There are three countable nouns in this list. Which are they?

	   Book                     
	progress

	   bread
	weather

	   cream
	work 

	   gold 
	accommodation

	   jam
	cupboard

	   oil
	English

	   snow
	equipment

	   wind
	furniture

	   wood
	homework

	   advice
	luggage

	   football match
	music

	   fun
	rubbish

	   help
	traffic

	   happiness
	juice

	   health
	blood

	   information
	water

	   knowledge
	chocolate

	   love
	permission


2 Which of the nouns below are followed by a singular verb and which are followed by a plural verb?
police, news, people, politics, clothes, pyjamas, shoes, economics, trousers, glasses, scissors, mathematics, goods, savings, premises.
3 Write five sentences with nouns, each must be six words long.

e.g. My glasses are on the table. The news is bad today.__________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Accuracy practice

1 Which of these are wrong?
1 Let me give you (a) a piece of advice. (b) some advice. (c) some advices.

2 Do you want (a) a piece of bread (b) some bread (c) breads?

3 I have (a) homeworks (b) some homeworks (c) some homework for you.
4 Can I have (a) some (b) any chocolate, please?

5 He has (a) not (b) no experience of this kind of work.

6  I got (a) an (b) some (c) much information about France from the tourist office.

7 He doesn’t have (a) some (b) much (c) an experience of working in an office.

     2    Put in the nouns and the correct form of the verbs (singular or plural) in the        
             present simple to complete the sentences.
           Nouns: politics, goods, clothes, news, glasses, scissors, police

             Verbs: arrive, spend, be (*2), have, need, not have to

             1 All the _____ on television _______bad again.

             2 Just how many _____ ______ she got?

             3 These _____ ______ sharpening.

             4 If _____ ______ damaged they can be replaced.

             5 _____ _____ be left to politicians.

             6 The _____ ______ a lot of time trying to prevent crime.

             7 My ____ ____ on the table in that red glasses case.

3     Fill in the gaps with a, an, or some where necessary.

1 a) There  is ……… beautiful furniture in that shop.

   b) There is ……….beautiful table in that shop.

2 a) I’m thirsty. I need…… drink.

   b) I’m thirsty. I need ….. water.

3 a) She has just bought ……..expensive clothes.

   b) She has just bought ……..expensive dress.

4 a) They booked ……..room in advance.

   b) They booked …….. accommodation in advance.
5 a) The band played ……. lovely song.

   b) The band played ……. lovely music.

6 a) She has got  ……… important job to do.

   b) She has got  ……… important work to do.

7 a) I can’t do this job alone. I need ……. assistant.

   b) I can’t do this job alone. I need ……. help.

4 Complete the sentences using the plurals of the nouns in brackets.

1 They’ve got five_______, three ______ and two _______. (child | girl | boy)
2 When he fell over, he broke two of his ________. (tooth)

3 On their tour of Europe, they visited seven_______ in six ___. (country | day)

4 London has many different ________, ________, _____ and ______. ( restaurant | theatre | cinema | disco)

5 Do you know those ______ over there? ( person)

6 These _____ are too small for me. They hurt my ______. ( shoe | foot)

7 We’ve got some _____ and _____ but we haven’t got any  ______. ( egg | tomato | potato) .
	screw                    mower

hole                      suit

alarm                   roads

cork                     hangers

bottle                   shirts

cross                   driver

clothes                punch

T-                       screw

track                  opener

lawn                  clock


5 Make compound nouns from the words in the box.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  6   Complete the sentences. Use the words in brackets with the possessive ‘s or …of….
1 We had to leave the cinema early so we didn’t see ___________ . (the end | the film)

2 We met Sue and Frank at __________________. (the party | Sarah)

3 My flat is on _____________. (the top floor | the house)

4 The bus crashed into _____________. (the back | my car)

5 We heard the news from ____________. (a friend | the woman who works in the post office)

6 There’s a hospital at _____________. (the end| this road)

7 I’ve spoken to ____________. (the parents| the girls)

 7    Choose the correct form.
 1 Sue is the woman with blonde hair / hairs who lives opposite.

        2 Did you have a good journey / travel from Switzerland?

        3  I’ve got a problem and I’d like some advice / advices.

        4 Don’t forget to buy a bread / some bread when you go shopping.

        5 I’d like to find out what’s on TV this evening. Have you got a paper / some paper ?

        6 There is / are usually a lot of traffic / traffics in the city at this time of the day.

        7 He’s trying to find a work / job at the moment, but there isn’t / aren’t 

        much work / works available.
 8    Complete the sentences using one of the following words. Use a/ an where     
    necessary.

        accident, biscuit, blood, coat, decision, key, letter, moment, music, question, sugar.

          1 It wasn’t your fault. It was……………………….

          2 Listen! Can you hear……………………………?

          3 I couldn’t get into the house because I didn’t have…………………

          4 It’s very warm today. Why are you wearing…………………..?

          5 Do you take……………in your coffee?

          6 Are you hungry? Would you like……………….. with your coffee?

          7 Our lives would very difficult without……………….

          8 I didn’t phone them. I wrote instead……………….

           9 The heart pumps…………………through the body.

          10 Excuse me, but can I ask you …………………..
          11 I’m not ready yet. Can you wait………………., please?

          12 We can’t delay much longer. We have to make………………..soon.

9      What do you say in these situations?

        1 Your friends have just arrived at the station. You can’t see any  suitcases or bags.

             You ask them: Have ………………………………….?

          2 You go into the tourist office. You want to know about  places to see in the town. You 
            say: I’d like ……………………………………..
          3  You are a student at school. You want your teacher to advise you about which     
       examinations to take. You say:  Can you give me ………………….?

          4 You want to watch the news on TV but you don’t know  what time it is on. You ask your        
  friend: What time………………………….?
          5 You are standing at the top of the mountain. You can see a very long way. It’s lively. 

              You say: It………………………………, isn’t it?

          6 You look out of the window. The weather is horrible: cold, wet and windy. You say to 

  your friend: What………………………………!

 10    Put a/an or some where necessary. If no word is necessary, leave the space     
empty (-).

1 I’ve seen……………. good films recently.

2 What’s wrong with you? Have you got ……….headache?

3 I know a lot of people. Most of them are…………..students.

4 When I was ……….child, I used to be very shy.

5 Would you like to be………….actor?

6 Do you collect…………….. stamps?

7 What……………..beautiful garden!

8 …………. birds, for example the penguin, cannot fly.
9 I’ve been walking for three hours. I’ve got ……………..sore feet.

          10 I don’t feel very well this morning. I’ve got …………..sore throat.

          11 It’s a pity we haven’t got ………….camera. I’d like to take………….photographs 

   of that house.
          12 Those are…………nice shoes. Where did you get them?

          13 I’m going shopping. I want to buy………….new shoes.

          14 You need…….visa to visit……….countries, but not all of them.

          15 Jane is……..teacher. Her parents were…………teachers too.

          16 Do you enjoy going to………….concerts?

          17 When you got to the city centre, …………….shops were still open but most of them 


were closed.

          18 I don’t believe him. He’s ……………liar. He always telling…………lies.
C. Practice activities

1 History never repeats itself.

Work in pairs. Choose some of the words below and think of or make up proverbs, sayings or slogans using them, like this: History never repeats itself. All you need is love. Justice for the poor.

Words: age, anger, childhood, courage, death, education, evil, experience, failure, fashion, freedom, happiness, health, history, justice, loneliness, love, luck, music, power, truth, violence, work, youth.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 The smallest country in the world.

Work in groups. Imagine that the smallest country in the world is an island. It is a very pleasant, perhaps an ideal, place. Agree on a name for the country and decide on these things:

Population of the country, population of the capital, capital city (name), unit of currency, agriculture, main exports, main natural resources, main industries, newspapers (names), flag. Describe the country using the nouns below:

Nouns: arms, headquarters, handcuffs, people, police, talks, troops, goods, premises, savings, outskirts, grounds, clothes (uniform), trousers, politics, economics.
TEST

1 Correct the mistakes.

   1 The tourist office has information about hotel accommodations.

    2 You look different. Have you had your hairs cut?

    3 There are traffics news on the radio every morning.

    4 “Travelling light” means traveling without a lot of luggages.

    5 We need a bread, some tomatoes and some potato.

    6 Where are the money I gave you? Have you spent them already?

    7 We’re having a beautiful weather at the moment.

    8 Some of our furnitures were damaged when we moved.

2   Choose the correct form of the verb, singular or plural.

1 Gymnastics is/are my favourite sport.

2 The trousers you bought for me doesn’t/don’t fit me.

3 The police want/wants to interview two men about the robbery last week.

4 Physics was/were my best subject at school.

5 Can I borrow your scissors? Mine isn’t/aren’t sharp enough.

6 Fortunately the news wasn’t/weren’t as bad as we expected.

7 Where does/do your family live?

8 Three days isn’t/aren’t long enough for a good holiday.

9 I can’t find my binoculars. Do you know where it is/they are?

    10 Do you think the people is/are happy with the government?
    11 Does/Do the police know how the accident happened?

    12 I don’t like very hot weather. Thirty degrees is/are too warm for me.
3   Some of these sentences need a/an. Correct the sentences which are wrong. If 

     the sentence is already correct, put “right”. 

     1 Jim goes everywhere by bike. He hasn’t got car. _____________________________
      2 Ann was listening to music  when I arrived. _________________________________
      3 We went to very nice restaurant last week. __________________________________
      4 I clean my teeth with toothpaste. __________________________________________
      5 I use toothbrush to clean my teeth. _________________________________________
      6 Can you tell me if there is bank near here? ___________________________________
      7 My brother works for insurance company in London. __________________________
      8 I don’t like violence. _____________________________________________________

      9 Can you smell paint? _____________________________________________________

    10 We need petrol. I hope we come to petrol station soon. __________________________

    11 I wonder if you can help me. I have problem. __________________________________

    12 John has got interview for job tomorrow. ______________________________________

    13 Liz doesn’t usually wear jewellery but yesterday she was wearing necklace. ___________
4   Which of the underlined parts of these sentences is correct?
       1 “Did you hear noise/a noise just now?   “ No, I didn’t hear anything.”
       2 a If you want to know the news, you can read paper/a paper.

          b I want to write some letters but I haven’t got a paper/any paper to write on.

       3 a I thought there was somebody in the house because there was light/a light on inside.

          b Light/A light  comes from the sun.

       4 a I was in a hurry this morning. I didn’t have time/a time for breakfast.

          b “Did you enjoy your holiday?”  “Yes, we had wonderful time/ a wonderful time.
       5 Sue was very helpful. She gave us some very useful advice/advices.
       6 We had very good weather/a very good weather while we were on holiday.

       7 We were very unfortunate. We had bad luck/a bad luck.
       8 It’s very difficult to find a work/job at the moment.
       9 Our travel/journey from London to Istanbul by train was very tiring.

     10 When the fire alarm rang, there was total chaos/a total chaos.

     11 I had to buy a/some bread because I wanted to make some sandwiches.

     12 Bad news don’t/doesn’t make people happy.

     13 Your hair is/Your hairs are too long.

     14 Nobody was hurt in the accident but the damage/the damages to the car was/were quite 
         bad.
5   Join the two (or three) nouns. Sometimes you have to use –‘s or –s’; and
sometimes you have to use …of… .
1 the owner / that car _______________________________________________
2 the mother / Ann _________________________________________________
3 the jacket / that man _______________________________________________
4 the top / the page __________________________________________________
5 the daughter / Charles ______________________________________________
6 the cause / the problem _____________________________________________
7 the newspaper / yesterday ___________________________________________
8 the birthday / my father _____________________________________________
9 the name / this street ________________________________________________
    10 the toys / the children _______________________________________________
    11 the new manager / the company _______________________________________
    12 the result / the football match _________________________________________
    13 the garden / our neighbours ___________________________________________
    14 the ground floor / the building _________________________________________

    15 the children / Don and Mary ___________________________________________

    16 the economic policy  /the government ____________________________________

    17 the husband / Catherine _______________________________________________

    18 the husband / the woman talking to Mary _________________________________

    19 the car / the parents/Mike ______________________________________________

    20 the wedding / the friend/Helen __________________________________________
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